
 We want to wish everyone a Happy New Year and hope that you had an 
enjoyable winter break! The holidays are a wonderful time for families to be 
with one another and make memories. January provides an opportunity to reflect 
over the past year, as well as look ahead to 2023. I would like to encourage par-
ents and students to discuss how school has been going and make some goals for 
the new year. Whether it is improving in a particular subject area, reading more, 
improving math facts or establishing a new homework routine, this is the time to 
do it. Communication between school and home can often help in solving aca-
demic problems when they arise. By working together, hopefully everyone will 
have a successful start to the new year, both in and out of the classroom. 

 Before moving ahead, we want to acknowledge all of the wonderful 
things that took place in the month of December. Our Fifth Grade Musicians had 
a concert and an opportunity to showcase all of their musical talents. Our Holi-
day Spirit Week included festive sweaters, fancy attire, and cozy pajamas. It was 
wonderful to see the children smiling with all of their holiday spirit! 
 

 We are very excited for the start of clubs! The variety of opportunities 
the teachers of LADSBS are providing your children are wonderful.  Remember, 
student drop-off takes some time, so please be patient as we unload students 
safely into the building.  To help with this process, please have students on the 
passenger side of the car as you pull up to the doors. 
 

 As we head into the colder months, please remember to send your chil-
dren in with hats, gloves, and winter coats for outdoor recess.  We do our best to 
get everyone outside to release pent up energy and want to make sure they are 
dressed appropriately.  Also, be prepared with childcare plans in the event moth-
er nature requires us to dismiss students early.  We will do our best to provide 
advance notice prior to releasing students, but this can happen fairly quickly! 
 

 Enjoy reading the rest of our newsletter as your children are working 
hard, and we are proud of the positive way in which they represent the Laddie A. 
Decker Sound Beach School. As always, we thank you for your support and en-
couragement! 

 “Snowflakes are one of nature’s most fragile things, but just look what they can 
do when they stick together.”- Vista M. Kelly 

Mr. Zito & Mrs. Farley would like to share. . .   
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Important Dates: 
 
2 New Years Day 
 Schools Closed 
 
10, 11   Clubs Begin 
             LADSBS 
 
13  Peace & Kindness     

Day 
 
13  ALS Ride for Life         

Assemblies 
 Grades 3-5 
 
16  Dr. Martin   
  Luther King Jr. Day  
  Schools Closed 

 
24   LADSBS Steam    
   Night 
 
25   Board of Ed. 
   Meeting  8:00 p.m. 

 
 

 

EVERY STUDENT MATTERS. . .EVERY MOMENT COUNTS 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BITjLla_cXQBSlI5GDah4tRRYMnrew6F/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BITjLla_cXQBSlI5GDah4tRRYMnrew6F/view
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Trustworthiness... 

 

Fifth Grade Flash . . . 
 Happy New Year!  We hope that our students and their families are welcomed in the new year with 
good health and happiness!  We look forward to a bright, productive 2023 with your children. As we ring in 
the new year, it is only natural to reflect upon the past.  We are proud of how our students consistently meet 
the challenges they are faced with daily with an open mind and a smile on their faces.  It was so nice meeting 
our parents in December for Parent-Teacher conferences. We appreciate everyone’s support in continuing to 
foster the home-school relationships. 

 In December, we started our study of fractions. Students did an excellent job finding common denom-
inators to help them add and subtract fractions. In Science, students were excited to explore our BOCES Got 
Water unit which focused on Earth’s spheres and the water cycle. They were able to build their understanding 
through hands-on investigations.  In ELA, we finished our novel study of Esperanza Rising.  Our new HMH 
Into Reading Program is teaching us how learning about natural disasters can help make us safer. We also 
read and discussed how holidays are celebrated around the world.  We ended the month with a holiday spirit 
week which wrapped up with pajamas and a holiday movie.  One big new fifth grade only addition this holi-
day season was creating amazing gingerbread houses in each of our classrooms. The joy could be felt around 
the building!  Looking ahead at extracurricular activities outside of the school day, our morning clubs will 
begin this winter.   
 
 We began our Athletes Helping Athletes program where Miller Place High School athletes came into 
each of our fifth grade classrooms to share their experiences.  They have become wonderful role models for 
our fifth graders, and we look forward to their visiting again in February.    

 

 

 

 

  In closing, please be sure to visit our school website to stay updated on special events, dead-
lines, and school news.  There are countless resources, fun links and plenty of pictures of your wonderful 
children!  Again, Happy New Year and thank you for your support! 
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Third Grade Thoughts . . . 

 

Fourth Grade Focus. . . 

 

 Happy New Year! We hope everybody had a healthy holiday. Our 
students have returned to school refreshed and ready to get back to work. 
 

 In math, we are continuing with Module 3. This is a unit that fur-
ther explores multiplication and division through units of 10. This unit 
begins with revisiting the commutative property from Module 1 and fur-
ther explores the distributive and the associative property. As with many 
concepts in math, you need a solid foundation in one skill to help build on 
the next.  We are encouraging all students to practice their multiplication 
facts at home. 
 

     This month in Science, we are looking forward to continuing our sci-
ence unit titled “Forces and Interactions”. This is a hands-on science unit that explores balanced and unbal-
anced forces, magnetism, and static electricity. This has been an exciting unit so far! 
 

 Our students are working very hard every day. We are so proud of them! Have a great month!  

Welcome to 2023! The fourth-grade staff would like to wish everyone a very Happy New Year!  
Our fourth graders have returned from vacation well-rested and ready to continue working hard!  

For the first month of the year, our students will continue to practice multiplication and division, as 
well as fractions in math.  As always, students will be working to improve problem solving skills.   

In ELA, students will try their hand at some opinion writing. This month our classes will read, 
Phineas L. McGuire Gets Slimed. As a fun culminating activity, students will take part in a “Phineas L. 
MacGuire Gets Slimed” day.  Each class will observe mold samples under a microscope, make slime, and 
play jeopardy. It will surely be a fun-filled day for students.  

As for science, we will finish up a Life Science unit of Structure, Function, and Information Pro-
cessing. Classes will begin studies of the Native American people of New York and how they have influ-
enced the people, government, and society of our state.    

We look forward to watching these fourth graders learn and grow! 
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Responsibility... 

 

Marvelous Math . . .  
   SUMDOG’S US National Holiday Math Contest 

 LADSBS students took part in Sumdog’s Winter Wonderland Contest 
which ran from December 9th - December 15th.   We  competed against students in  
Florida, New Jersey and California (just to name a few).   

 Over 5 million questions were answered correctly, and there was a total 
of  34,164 students that participated.  Fourth grade students, Mason Martinez and 
Margaret O’Callahan, finished in 51st and 82nd place out of those students.   What 
an outstanding accomplishment!   

 There were 2,005 classes that qualified for this event.  Mr. DeVito’s class 
finished in 47th  while Mr. Mas’ class finished in 67th.  Special thanks to all stu-

dents who took part - you make us so proud! 

 

Our Math Olympiads have been working very hard 
with Ms. Brenner.  They recently participated in their second 
competition! 

 Keep up the great work mathematicians! 

 

Character Clips . . . 

 During the month of December, Ms. Werner led character 
lessons in Citizenship in all classes. Students learned about the im-
portance of being a good citizen and serving their communities, 
both in school and at home. 

 We are continuing our LADSBS School Kindness Ini-
tiative through the new year and have been observing all of 
the kind acts displayed throughout the building.  The kindness 
coupons keep coming in and students have been very excited 
to chose from our Book Vending Machine.  
 

Congratulations to our December raffle winners:   

Grace Polizzano, Priya Kamath,  Tyler Wolters, 
Elle Meyer, Mason Alvarado, Hudson Anderson  
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Fairness... 

Holiday Spirit Week... 
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Caring... 

Art-I-Facts. . . 
 In the new year, LADSBS third grade artists will be learning about an active artist, Jen Aranyi, and 
creating a snow globe landscape.  Artists in fourth grade will begin their birch tree collages and fifth grade 

artists will be working on birch tree landscape paintings; using masking tape to outline the placement for the 
birch tree, watercolor to paint the background and oil pastel for details on the birch tree and in the sky. Photo-
graphed below are third grade pieces, highlighting their symmetric mittens with a snowball showing shadow 

and fifth grade landscapes in progress!  

 

Nurse’s Note . . . 
 The district’s School Health Services program supports your student’s academic success 
by promoting health in the school setting.  One way that we provide care for your student is by 
performing the health screenings as mandated by the State of New York.  

 

 During this school year, the following screenings will be required or completed at school if the 
screening results were not documented on the student’s Health Examination form: 
 

 

• Distance and near acuity for all newly entering students and students in Pre-K or Kindergarten,  
Grades 1, 3, 5, 7 and 11. 

• Color perception screening for all newly entering students. 
 

 

• Hearing screening for all newly entering students and students in Pre-K or Kindergarten, Grades 1, 
3, 5, 7 and 11. 
 

 

• Scoliosis (spinal curvature) screening for all girls in Grades 5 and 7, and boys in Grade 9. 
 

 A letter will be sent home if your student needs follow-up with your health care provider. Please call 
the school’s Health Office at (631) 474-2721 if you have any questions or concerns. 

Vision 

Hearing 

Scoliosis  
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Citizenship... 

 Band:  The Fifth Grade Band had such a blast at their concert last month! Thank you so much to all 
of the family and friends who came out to support us and cheer us on!  We are already looking ahead to our 
next concert and learning some new and exciting songs! Our fourth graders have been looking at some new 
songs getting ready for our recital in April!  We hope your homes were filled with some holiday tunes, and 
we are excited to share some new music as the year comes along!   

 Chorus:  We loved spreading our holiday cheer at the December concert. We are also learning some 
fun pop tunes for our Spring Concert. We hope everyone has a lovely holiday season.  

  Orchestra:  The Fifth Grade Orchestra loved performing for a live audience for our concert in De-
cember.  The Fourth Grade Orchestra is finally starting to use their bows on their instruments! The squeaki-
ness will not last for long. Fourth graders are looking forward to graduating from their bowing permits and 
earning their bowing licenses in the coming weeks!  

 

Music Musings . . . 

 

Library Media Center . . . 
 Throughout December in the library, students learned all about coding! All students had a chance to 
participate in the global movement, Hour of Code. In addition, third graders made their own “computer” and 
worked with Dash & Dot robots. Fourth graders learned how to color-code with Ozobots and fifth graders 
learned about the queen of computer code, Grace Hopper, and raced through an obstacle course with Sphero 
robots! Everyone had a ton of fun learning the basics of computer programming with hands-on activities.  

 Looking ahead, in January we will be learning about the Caldecott Award and taking a look at some 
award winning picture books.   



Central Office Administration 

Seth A. Lipshie, Superintendent of Schools 
Susan G. Craddock, Assistant Superintendent 

Sandra  A. Wojnowski, Executive Director for Educational Services 
Colleen V. Card, School Business Official 

Christopher J. Herrschaft, Director of Human Resources 
Ron Petrie, Administrator for Physical Education, Health,  

Athletics and Intramurals 
Kurt Roth, Administrator for Instruction and Data Reporting 

Barbara A. Weir, Director of Technology 
Dennis Warsaw, Director of Facilities 

Jeremy Koch, Administrator for Pupil Personnel Services 
Donald Pearce, District Treasurer  
     Patricia Morbillo, District Clerk 

 

• Throughout the course of the year, we run a number of drills to help us en-
sure the greatest possible safety for your children.  In the near future, we will 
be practicing lock downs, lock-outs and emergency weather dismissal drills.  
Please do not be alarmed if your child comes home and says that we had a 
“lock down” today.  These are practice drills to ensure that everyone is aware 
of what to do in case of an emergency, that the best practices are in place and 
that contingencies are considered. If there was a real emergency, you would 
be contacted through our blackboard connect system as soon as possible.  

 

• Please take time to review plans and procedures you have established with 
your children in the event school needs to close early for inclement weather 
or an unforeseen emergency. 

Helpful Hints . . . 

“The sum of us is greater than 
all our parts.” 

Maya Angelou 

Citizenship...We help others! 

 

Don’t Forget . . . 

 

EVERY STUDENT MATTERS. . .EVERY MOMENT COUNTS 

When picking your child up from school, 
please remember to bring ID.  The per-
son sitting at the desk may be a substitute 
who does not know you and is required to  
see proper ID before releasing your child. 

Board of Education 

Lisa Reitan, President 
Bryan Makarius, Vice President 
Keith Frank, Trustee 
Andrea Spaniolas, Trustee 
Johanna Testa, Trustee 


